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(00:00):
Well, now we've got four evenings in the epistle to the Philippians. So why don't you open your Bible straight away of that? And let me read the first chapter to you, "Paul and Timothy servants of Christ Jesus, to all the saints in Christ Jesus at Philippi. Notice their address---in Christ Jesus at Philippi ---together with the overseers and the deacons. Grace to you and peace from God, our father and the Lord, Jesus Christ. I thank my God every time I remember you in all my prayers for all of you. I always pray with joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you, will carry it on to completion until the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to feel this way about you, since I have you in my heart; for whether I am in chains or defending and confirming the gospel, all of you who share in God's grace with me, God can testify how I long for all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and in depth of insight so that you may be able to discern what is best, and may be pure and blameless until the day of Jesus Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God."
(01:42):
"Now, I want you to know brothers that what has happened to me has really served to advance the gospel. As a result, it has become clear throughout the whole palace guard and to everyone else, that I am in chains for Christ. Because of my chains, most of the brothers in the Lord have been encouraged to speak the word of God more courageously and fearlessly. It is true that some preach Christ out of envy and rivalry, but others out of Goodwill. The latter do it in love knowing that I am put here for the defense of the gospel. The former preach Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing that they can stir up trouble for me while I am in chains. But what does it matter? The important thing is that in every way, whether from false motives or true, Christ is preached; and because of this, I rejoice. Yes, and I will continue to rejoice; for, I know that through your prayers and the help given by the Spirit of Jesus Christ, what has happened to me will turn out for my deliverance."
(03:01):
" I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient courage, so that now, as always, Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or death; for, to me to live is Christ and to die is gain. If I'm to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful labor for me. Yet, what shall I choose? I do not know. I am torn between the two! I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is much better by far; but it is more necessary for you that I remain in the body. Convinced of this. I know that I will remain and I will continue with all of you for your progress and joy in the faith, so that through my being with you again, your joy in Christ, Jesus will overflow on account of me."
(04:05):
" Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. And then, whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, I will know that you stand firm in one Spirit contending as one man, for the faith of the gospel, without being frightened in any way by those who oppose you; this is a sign to them that they will be destroyed, but that you will be saved, and that by God. For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ, not only to believe in him, but also to suffer for him, since you are going through the same struggle you saw I had---and now hear that I still have."
(05:01):
A few years ago, an archaeologist broke into a tomb in Northern Greece and unearthed a treasure trove of the most fabulous gold and silver ornaments, vessels, and furniture. It was second only to the tomb of Tutankhamun. And I'm afraid that tomb overshadowed this one. But it was second only to that. They had discovered the tomb of a King; and the King was King Phillip. And the ruined town of Philippi has now been found and excavated. It's around that tomb. Phillip of Macedon was the father of Alexander the Great, and indeed engaged Aristotle to be the tutor of his son, Alexander.
(05:52):
Now it was King Phillip who chose that place for the site of his capital, and he chose it very carefully. And this is important to understand the letter. Let me show you a little glimpse of Philippi.
[image: ] Put the first transparency on for me. It's a beautiful place in a valley with the    mountains all around, but it's quite important to understand why Philippi was there. That's a picture of modern Philippi with the ruins of the city that Paul visited in the foreground beautiful place. Now, why is it there? 


I want you to use your imagination while I draw a map for you. From the Adriatic Sea right across to the Black Sea, there is a line of mountains. It's a barrier between the continent of Europe and the continent of Asia. 
[image: ]There is only one gap in that  range of mountains where a river has cut through the range. And that's the gap where Philippa was built. It is strategic. Anyone who controlled that gap controlled the traffic between Europe and Asia. It's not surprising then that the Romans put their eye on it and said, we're going to have a colony there, and control the world through that little gap. And the Romans also built a motorway, or a Roman road, which was much the same thing alongside the range of mountains from West to East to link those two continents, so that you have a kind of crossroads a gap from North to South and a road from West to East--the 'Ignation Way'. So, whoever control there could control the whole area. It was strategically vital.
(07:44):
And it's not surprising that some of the biggest battles in history happened just there. It was precisely at that gap that Brutus and Cassius were defeated by Antony. It was precisely in that gap that Antony and Cleopatra were defeated. This was where the armies met. This was the vital crossroads to hold. And so the Romans made it a colony. It was a little bit of Rome, far from Rome---Roman law, Roman dress, Roman food, Roman culture, Roman entertainment. It was all there. It was a colony of Rome.
(08:24):
Somebody else had his eye on that strategic center, and that other person was God himself. And God wanted it for a colony of heaven---which is precisely what Paul calls it in the letter to the Philippians. God saw the strategy of it, and he needed a man to go and plant a church there. And he had the very man: a little bald headed, bandy legged Jew, with eyebrows meeting in the middle (according to one description we have); and that was God's choice to be the colonizer of this strategic center.
(08:59):
There was only one snag. This little Jew was too busy, running crusades in the middle of what we now call Turkey. And he was set on evangelizing the whole peninsula we now call Turkey. So God had to step in and change his plans. And Paul said, “Let's go and have a crusade in Asia.” And God said, "No!" So Paul moved on and said, "Well, let's go and have a crusade in Bethania." And God said, "No!" And God was driving him in a kind of zigzag course. I find that God can guide you much more easily when you're on the move than when you're sitting still. It's much easier to steer a mobile car than it is to turn the wheel of a static car. And Paul didn't sit and wait for guidance. He got on with the job and let the Lord shut doors in his face. And the Lord drove him in a zigzag course to the coast at Troas. And he thought, "Oh, where do I go now?? I've come to the sea!" And that night he had a dream. And a man of Macedonia said, "Come over and help us." And that's how the gospel of Jesus Christ came to Europe. And for century, after century, after century, Europe has been the most Christianized continent in the world. It is now one of the most godless; but for centuries, it was one of the most Christian. And this was the point at which Christianity came to Europe, and that crucial city in the gap in the mountains on that main West-East highway---that crucial city---Paul came to. He didn't even stop at Neapolis on the coast. He went straight on, because Paul's strategy was to go for the key city, establish a colony of heaven there, and let them evangelize the neighborhood.
(10:44):
So he made straight for Philippi, and he usually began with a synagogue, but there wasn't a synagogue. You have to have 12 Jewish men before you can have a synagogue. What he did find was a Jewish prayer meeting of ladies led by a business woman called Lydia. And she was not even Jewish, but she was what's called a proselyte--- a Jewish convert. And she'd started this little ladies prayer group by the riverside. So the first church started with a ladies prayer group in Europe.
(11:16):
For the next few days, Paul was constantly followed by a clairvoyant girl. He put up with her for three days and she kept shouting after Paul and his companion, "These men have come from the living God, and they're preaching the truth." Now you'd have thought that was good publicity, and everything she said was right. But in fact, when a demon-possessed person tells the truth, that can lead to compromise. And so eventually Paul dealt with her. And, as you remember, that meant that the two men who were making money out of her fortune telling lost their income. And soon there was such trouble that Paul was arrested for causing a riot, was flogged, put in prison.; and at midnight, he and Silas were singing. They weren't dancing in the dark. You can't dance very well when there are chains on your hands and feet, but they were seeing in the dark; and it was then that God took a hand. God didn't want them in prison. He wanted a colony of heaven there. So, he shook the whole prison and set them free. That's when the first man was converted---the Philippian jailer. Now there was a man in the church, and soon the other men, and the fellowship was balanced up that way. But Paul had to leave the city. Having been flogged and in prison without trial, he humbled and embarrassed the city authorities by saying, "I'm a Roman citizen, and what you've done to me is illegal." And so, he made them accompany him out of the city.
(12:54):
Now that's the background to this letter, a strategic colony of heaven had been placed in the middle of the Roman colony at that crossroads between Europe and Asia. And Paul had a better relationship with that church than any other that he ever founded, a warm relationship. And they voluntarily undertook to support Paul in his ministry---the only church he founded that ever did such a thing, and they sent money after him. They wanted others to get the good news that they'd received. They wanted Paul to continue his work. Then they heard that he was in prison in Rome. They must've thought Paul got into prison wherever he went. But they were concerned, and they sent a letter to him expressing their concern. They did more than that. They sent him money, so that he could have food to eat. Prisons didn't supply food in those days---relatives and friends had to bring food in. And they also sent a man to be his companion and housekeeper while he was under house arrest, a man called a Epaphroditus.
(14:06):
Now that's the background we have here, a letter, which is essentially a thank you letter. Paul is simply saying, "Thank you," for all he’s received. Now I want to deal with this letter in four ways in the four evenings; I'm not going to go straight through chapter by chapter. I'm relying on you to read it, and read it, and read it, and read it whenever you get to spend a minute. It's not long, and you can read it through half a dozen times during this week. If you do that, you'll get far more out of these studies that I'm sharing with you.
(14:41): Four Marks of the True Church
I'm going to take four major themes out of the book. And the themes are the four marks of a true church. The marks that I want to highlight are these: number one, suffering is a mark of the true church. Number two, unity is a mark of the true church. Number three, righteousness is a mark of the true church. And number four, fellowship is a mark of the true church. Now, if you like alliteration (I was told that the alliteration is the province of fools, poets and Plymouth Brethren. I don't know if that's true!!)--- but if you like alliteration, then here are the four themes in an alliterative way: pain, peace, purity, and partnership are the four marks of the true church. And I want to begin tonight by talking about the pain--the suffering that is the mark of a true Christian Church. This is not going to be the most popular study of the four, but it's perhaps one of the most necessary.
(15:54):
I used to get very depressed when I listened to other people's testimonies when people got up and said, "I came to Jesus and all my troubles were over". Did you ever hear that kind of testimony? I got depressed by those. I thought, "Why is my testimony so different from theirs? Because my testimony is just the opposite." I came to Jesus in 1947, actually, but when I came to Jesus, my troubles began. A few years later, I got baptized in the Spirit and my troubles got much worse. And it's quite the truth that in the last 10 years, I've been in more trouble than in the previous 30. That's my testimony. But thank God it fits with the promises of Jesus. Jesus said, "In the world you'll have big trouble," but he said, "Cheer up. I'm on top of it." I love that Jesus for his honesty. He never told us anything that was not even half true. He said, "If it were not so I would have told you." And he promised us trouble, big trouble. He said, "In the world, you will have trouble." And I notice that Paul was faithful to his Lord Jesus. And he preached the same thing in Acts 14. He went back to the churches in Turkey that he'd planted---the churches in Derbe, and Lystra, and Iconia; and it says, he reminded them, "That through MUCH trouble we shall enter the kingdom of God."
(17:31):
Now that's not a popular gospel; much easier to invite people to come and have their troubles dealt with: "Come to Jesus and your troubles are over." That is NOT the truth. You come to Jesus and your troubles BEGIN! Paul did not preach a gospel of prosperity---of health and wealth as it's sometimes called. He preached a gospel of adversity. And that's the gospel I want to begin with tonight, because all the four major themes this week are connected with the gospel: suffering for the gospel, unity for the gospel, righteousness of the gospel, fellowship in the gospel. The word ‘gospel’ goes all the way through this book. And it's a gospel of suffering. It's a gospel of the cross, a gospel that calls you to share the sufferings of Christ. It's a gospel that spells trouble. Now at the end of chapter one----I wonder if you notice the verse at the end of the chapter I read to you. Paul says, "For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ, not only to believe on him, but to suffer for him, as you saw, I suffered for him, and as you hear I still do." You see when Paul went to Philippi, they saw him flogged and in prison. So they didn't have any illusions about what it meant to be a Christian. They didn't think it was going to be a feather bed or cushion. They knew that it was going to be tough to accept this faith. They saw it in the person who brought it to them, and now he's in prison, again, suffering for the gospel. And so they knew from the very beginning that there is a dimension of suffering when you receive the true gospel.
(19:23): Suffering is Normal for Christians
Now, the three things I want to say about suffering tonight are these: number one, suffering is normal for Christians. One of the biggest differences between the early church and the church today is this, suffering has become a problem for the church. I see books in Christian bookshops on the problem of suffering. I hear sermons announced, 'The Problem of Suffering'. Why has it become a problem? In the New Testament it wasn't a problem! They rejoiced that they were worthy to suffer for the name of Jesus. It wasn't a problem to them. It was something they rejoiced in, something they were glad to have. Why is it that we've changed so much?
(20:10): Suffering Is Greater for Christians
Second thing I wanted to say about suffering is that suffering is greater for Christians than for unbelievers. You can expect to suffer more after your conversion than you did before. Now, why should that be? Well, there are two reasons. First of all, Christians are not promised immunity from the troubles of a fallen world. We are not promised immunity from cancer or from miscarriages. We are not promised immunity from air crashes or road accidents. We are not promised such immunity. I think of Fred Mitchell, the missionary flying back from the Far East killed in the first Comet air crash. I think of dear brother, George Hoffman taken from us in a moment the car knocking him down. Christians are not immune from the accidents in this world. Now that is not to say that God cannot in his will remove those things or counteract them.
(21:20):
My dear wife sitting down in the front row here was given a few weeks to live years ago. She had cancer---she had a malignant melanoma. The Lord had mercy on us. And she's here now with not a trace of it, but the Lord had mercy on us; but he hasn't promised to do that with every person who gets cancer in the church. And we are in a fallen world where things go wrong. There's no guarantee that if an earthquake happens, there'll be no Christian affected. There's no guarantee that the Christians in Bosnia will escape all the pressures that are on them. There's no guarantee of these things. There's no immunity. We suffer as others do. And, secondly, on top of that, Christians also suffer, not only because they're in the fallen world, but because they are not of the fallen world. We are social misfits. We are the odd man out. And some of you are facing social embarrassment and worse, because you're the only Christian at work. You don't laugh at all the jokes the others laugh at. You are different---have a different sense of humor. They probably think you have no sense of humor. It's just that you laugh at different things. But we are social misfits. "The world hated me," said Jesus, "and the world will hate you!" So,we have a double dose of suffering. We get the normal accidents that happen in a fallen world. And we also get a world that doesn't like people who act as a conscience--- who remind them of God and remind them of goodness. So suffering is not only normal for Christians. Suffering is greater for Christians. Let's tell the truth. We must not delude people. We must preach the truth.
(23:09): Suffering is Good for Christians
And thirdly, suffering is good for Christians. Now, here we come to the heart of Paul's letter to the Philippians. It's not an easy heart, but this is it. Suffering is to be welcomed. And in this letter a little later on, Paul says, "I want to know Christ and to share in his suffering---not to share in his joy, but to share in his sufferings. I want to know him. I want to get to know him." And I want to tell you quite simply that you get to know Jesus a good deal more quickly when you suffer than when things are fine. You understand him better because you're going through it with him. It's not just being like him. It's being with him in it, sharing his sufferings---not just sharing your suffering with him, sharing his suffering.
(24:08):
Now there are two provisos to what I've just said. And the provides those are these: number one, that the suffering is undeserved. The New Testament is very clear on this, that if we suffer because we deserved it, then that is no credit and no glory to Jesus. We're talking now about Christians who may go to prison for fraud or incest---I'm quoting two cases. That brings no glory to Jesus. And that brings no edification to the person concerned. Peter says, in his letter, if you go to prison for doing wrong, that's not good. But if you go for doing right, now that is sharing the suffering of Christ; and we need to be very sure that we haven't done wrong and are suffering because of our own silly faults.
(25:01):
That's the first proviso. But the second proviso is this: suffering is good for the Christian, provided it is overcome. Not just accepted, not just borne, but overcome; so that in all these things, we are more than conquerors. I said to a friend of mine sometime ago, "How are you?" He said, "I'm very well, over the circumstances." And I've never heard that answer from anyone else. And only a Christian would dream of putting it that way. "I'm very well, OVER the circumstances." It's one thing to resign yourself to suffering---to bear it and not complain or grumble. The world can achieve that. But the Christian overcomes it, and conquers it, and is on top of it, because that's what Jesus is. "In the world," he says, "you will have big trouble; but cheer up. I am on top of it." And therefore, someone who is sharing his sufferings, and in Christ, will be on top of it and not under it.
(26:07): Paul’s Two Types of Suffering
Now, Paul himself is a wonderful example of this, and I want now to take you into the letter. There are two things in chapter one that Paul was suffering; and we're going to look at the natural reaction to those two things, and the supernatural reaction, which we find in Paul himself.
(26:29): 1. Suffering from Unjust Treatment
The first thing he was suffering from was unjust treatment. Now that's one of the most difficult things for human nature to bear---to be treated unfairly. Now, we have three children. I don't think they're worse than anybody else's, but they, they learn to say 'no' before they learned to say 'yes'. We never had to teach them how to be cruel---only how to be kind. We never had to teach them how to tell lies---only how to tell the truth. Never had to teach them how to be rude---only how to be polite. And they learned a little phrase (I'm quite sure they didn't get it from my wife or me)... but they learned a little phrase very early on. "It's not fair!" And their little faces would screw up, and they would look bitter and resentful. Do you know, from early childhood, we get this sense of unjust treatment.
(27:23):
When my mother used to give two of us children, an apple, she would give one the apple and a knife and say, "You cut it in half. And the other has first choice." And so the first one would get the knife and very, very carefully. You know, if you had a balance scales and put the two halves on it, they'd perfectly match. The other one would be watching like this, you know. So, so quickly do we learn to say, "It's not fair." And sometimes we go right through life saying, "It's not fair! It's not fair!" And that expression on my children's face when they said it---I've seen it on picket lines, outside factories. Amazing how many people feel they've been treated unfairly in life? "Why did that happen to me?" "Why didn't I get promotion?" Why, why, why, why?
(28:08):
I was once asked to go and visit a hospital. The matron rang me up and said, "There's a man here who wants to see a priest. And," she says, "you're the only one I can think of. Would you come?" Well, I am a priest. We all are. So I went. And he was a man, quite elderly lying in the hospital bed. And I said, "I gathered, you wanted to see a priest. Well, I'm a pastor. Will that do?" I said, "What do you want to talk about?" He said, "Why has God let this happen to me?" I said, "Happened? What happened? What's God let happen to you?" He said, "I'm in hospital. Why should I be in the hospital?" And I said, "Have you never been in hospital before?" "Never! I've lived a good upright life," he said, "I've never been in a hospital." I said, "How old are you?" He said, "Ninety-two." I said, "Well, how long are you likely to be in?" And he said, "Ten days; why has God let this happen to me?" And here he is surrounded by young, pretty nurses waiting on him! I'd give my right arm for that. And here he is lying there. "Why?" he says, "Why? Life's unfair. God shouldn't have done this to me." 10 days in the hospital with everything done for him. And he's saying, "Why??"
(29:23):
Now you laughed at him; but laugh at yourself when you do it too. "Why does God do this to me? Why does he allow that? Why? It's not fair? It's unjust." One of the hardest things for us to bear is unjust treatment. Now here is a man, Paul, who has been wrongfully arrested and charged with a crime he never committed. And he's been kept four years in prison without trial (long waiting list of the court); he's been denied his freedom---two years in Caesarea in jail; two years in Rome. And now he's in the middle of the trial, and he is totally innocent. Now that's not easy to bear. The natural reaction is, at worst to be resentful and angry; or, at best to be resigned and apathetic. But listen, Paul didn't have the reaction of 'the Guildford four'.
(30:20):
In the name of the Father, he tackled it in quite a different way. Now let's see what he did. He did not fight for his rights. That is the instinctive reaction. When you are unjustly treated---when you are unfairly treated---you react by fighting for your rights with a clenched fist, "My rights! My rights!!" Paul didn't do that, for all these natural reactions are negative reactions; and Paul's reaction was positive. And his positive reaction was to rejoice....to rejoice and say, "I rejoice." Now, many people think that he was trying to bolster his spirits. They think that that is emotional hypocrisy. When you're unjustly accused of a crime and kept in prison, even though you're innocent for years, the world says, "To rejoice in that is hypocrisy. You know, perfectly well you should be miserable. You should be depressed. You should be angry. You should be resentful." But Paul was not whistling in the dark. He was not trying to keep his spirits up, because he had very good reasons----very good reasons---for rejoicing. He had overcome the situation to such an extent that he had turned it to his own advantage. He was proving that in all things, God works together for good to those who love him. Not all things work together for good, they don't. In all things God works together with us for good, if we love him.
(32:17): Rejoice: Suffering Facilitates Your Ministry
Now, here are the reasons why Paul could rejoice in that unjust treatment of imprisonment without trial for four years. First, the imprisonment actually maintained his career. He lived to spread the gospel. That was his ambition: to get the gospel to people who've never heard it. And far from having that career interrupted, or even stopped, imprisonment was helping it along, because Paul was chained to Roman soldiers---three, every 24 hours---eight hours at a time. He had a captive congregation 24 hours a day; and a Roman soldier chained to a man who spoke in tongues more than all the Corinthians didn't stand a chance. And the result was, Paul says, the whole Praetorian Guard---he said the whole Praetorian Guard---are talking about me now. Do you know how many that is? That's 9,000 men, and Paul wasn't given to exaggeration. He said, the whole Praetorian Guard is talking about me. They know I'm not in for a crime. They know I'm here for Christ. And I get eight hours every day to talk to a new soldier. He said, "They're all talking about me." He said, "Even Caesar's household---there are Christians in Caesar's household now!" He'd always had an ambition to come to Rome and preach the gospel. And here he is getting it right into the Imperial household! No wonder he could rejoice! What an opportunity to be chained to soldiers of the Praetorian Guard.
(34:02):
You know, I was in Czechoslavakia (or "Slovakia", as it is now) not long ago, and I met a wonderful little man. He's only about four foot odd. He was a coal miner. Well, he was the right height for those coal mines, but lovely little man. And they told me that this man had been 17 years in jail for being a pastor and for baptizing people. 17 years, he'd been in there. And not only had he been incarcerated for 17 years in a communist jail, he had been tortured---or they tried to. And when they took him into the torture chamber, and a soldier began to torture him, he just prayed. And the Lord Jesus gave him a word of knowledge about the soldier. And he said, "You know, God knows what you're doing in secret. And he told him. And the torturing soldier would flee, and send another soldier in. And he would say to this next soldier, "God's given me a word of knowledge about you." And he tells him something that would get him into trouble with the communist party, and he went. One after another soldier came in to torture him, and each of them he gave a word of knowledge to. The result was the whole group of soldiers in the barracks were talking about this little four-foot odd man.
(35:23):
He (Paul) wasn't handicapped in his career. That's the first reason that Paul gives for this. I think 
[image: ]of Martin Niemoller, a great hero of mine, the U boat commander in the First World War who became a pastor in Germany between the Wars. I've stood in the pulpit of his church in East Bellin, where he preached; sorry, it's just over into West Berlin. And Martin Niemoller preached against Hitler during the thirties, and was made Hitler's personal prisoner in Dachau concentration camp. And he was years in solitary confinement. And his cell only had a little grating, a ventilator up in the wall next to the courtyard where the other prisoners were marched around for exercise for 20 minutes during the day. And Martin Niemoller would climb on his bed. And as he heard the footsteps of a prisoner past the grating, he would call a text from the Bible to that prisoner. And as each prisoner came, he gave him a verse from the word of God. And he went on. He wasn't frustrated. He was furthering the gospel. And that's what he did. Years after he was released, I had the privilege of having supper with that man. And his spirit was just unchainable. "The word of God is not bound," says Paul.
(36:49):
Not only that, not only was the gospel spreading inside the prison, but he said, my imprisonment in Rome has so stirred up the Christians in Rome, that they are preaching the gospel even more fearlessly than they did before." So Paul says even there, the gospel is spreading further and faster because I'm in prison.
(37:13):
And then he gives us an incredible insight into a most ironic situation. He said, there are some Christian preachers who are jolly, glad I've been shut up because they want to take my place. They find me threatening, and they're jolly glad that I'm no longer free to preach so that they can take over. "And," he says, "I know they do it out of jealousy, out of envy. And I know they want to make my imprisonment even more difficult by the thought that I can't and they can; but," he says, "what does it matter? Christ is being placarded!" What an attitude. But there are people who preach Christ from all kinds of motives. Yes, and some of them want a big congregation and some of them want a big church; but, hallelujah, Christ is being preached. Whatever their motives, they've got the right message. And Paul says, "That just makes me glad that they want to make me unhappy....but it just makes me a happier. I don't really care what makes them preach as long as they go out and preach Christ. So," he says, "really my imprisonment, is just maintaining my career."
(38:24): Rejoice: Suffering Matures Your Character
Secondly, "Furthermore," he said, "it's maturing my character." He said, "When I share the sufferings of Christ, I grow; I get more like him." And I'm afraid it is true that when things are comfortable and easy, we tend not to grow; and when things are hard we do grow...if we respond to the situation and the circumstances in the right way.
(38:52): Rejoice: Suffering Magnifies Christ
And the third thing he says, the reason I rejoice: it maintains my career, It matures my character, but above all it magnifies Christ. And he said, I want to magnify Christ in my body. And if my body lives, I can magnify Christ; and if my body dies, I can magnify Christ. I just want this body to be full of the glory of Christ.
(39:17):
Well, now that's the fist thing that could have been a real trial to him: unjust treatment. You can translate that into your situation. It may be at a much lesser level, but some of you are unjustly treated by your married partner, by your boss. You feel that life has been unfair to you. Then, can you rejoice? Can you overcome that? Can you put Christ in the center of it and overcome it? And then you too can rejoice for good reasons. Not trying to kid yourself to be happy when things are not good; but saying they're turning out for good, they're doing good.
(40:00):  2: Suffering From Fear of Premature Death
Let's look at the other thing. The other thing that could have caused Paul, great stress was premature death. Now we've all got to die sometime. Somebody said that life is full of uncertainties, but death is full of certainty. That's true. As the poet put it: "Scepter and crown must tumble down; and, in the dust be equal made with the poor crooked scythe and spade" We've all got to die; and nobody knows who's going to be the next in this room...and it may not be the oldest. I think I'm the oldest on this platform, but I may not be the next; it could be anybody. Now, Paul was nearing the end of his trial, and he knew that the verdict and the sentence would soon come; and, he was under no illusions. He knew perfectly well that the sentence could be death and that his head could be chopped off in a few weeks time. Being a Roman citizen, he wouldn't be crucified, he'd be beheaded.
(41:04):
Now, it's one thing to face death when you're old and tired and weak and in pain. And I've had people say to me, who've been in that condition. "I'm ready to go Pastor, I'm ready to go." It's one thing to be ready to go at the end of a full life, when life is no longer the quality that it had. It's another thing to face death when you are fit, and active, and you still have unfulfilled ambitions, and you still have everything to live for....which is what Paul had. And he's facing premature death, or at least it's possibility. Now in the natural.....I keep saying, "In the natural," but Paul would have said, "In the flesh." But that is a little misleading in our language. The word 'flesh', we think it just means our body. No, it means 'in the natural'. In the natural, when you face premature death, your instinct is self preservation. Your instinct is to cling to life; or, even to curse what is causing you a premature death--as the dying thief did on one of the cross. But in the supernatural, it's the other way around!
(42:25):
I was one of the first to know that David Watson had cancer; and, three of us, Collin Urquhart, Bob Gordon, and myself, went to prayer. And we said, "Lord, why? Show us what you're doing here?" And we prayed until we felt we did understand. And I was deputed to write to David Watson and share what we felt the Lord was saying. Now that is between us and him. So I'm not sharing it with you; but I want to share with you one thing I did say in the letter, which apparently so struck him that he put it into his testimony, or autobiography, 'Fear No Evil". I said, "David, Paul came to the point where he was eager to go, but willing to stay." I said, "I guess, at this moment, you are willing to go, but eager to stay. I'm going to pray that God will turn that around, so that you are eager to go and willing to stay." It was such a simple little thing, but apparently it ministered to a need. And he came to that point and he wrote and told me, he'd reached that point. That's where Paul was, facing premature death: "I'm eager to go, but willing to stay." And he explained it like this. "I'm eager to go for myself, but willing to stay for others." That's an interesting attitude to death. Now, why was he eager to go? The answer again is he wasn't trying to whistle in the dark. He wasn't trying to cheer himself up. He was saying for me to live is Christ and to die is profit. That's the literal word he uses...usually translated 'gain'. If I die now, it's to my profit. When you live for Christ, if you die, you get more Christ. You see what it boils down to is this: if we are willing to die, but eager to stay, then we must ask ourselves, "What am I living for? Who am I living for?"
(44:52):
And for Paul, though he had great affection for Timothy, for Silas, for the churches he planted, he did not live primarily for the church. For me to live is Christ. That's who he lived for. Oh, he loved others. But he lived for Jesus; and death was just to be closer to the one he loved most. To die is gain. See Christianity is a way of death as well as a way of life. There was a man in Beaconsfield in Buckinghamshire, when I was ministering in that County, and his doctor told him he had about two weeks to live. And he wrote to all his relatives. And he wrote a letter, dear so and so, "Please come and stay with me for the next two weeks. Come and see how a Christian dies." What a testimony: "Come and see how a Christian dies." Now. Paul had seen this first in someone else, even before his conversion, Paul had seen the most incredible testimony of how a young Christian faced premature death. And the name was Stephen, the very first man ever to die for Jesus, a young man. And Saul of Tarsus, as he was then, was holding the jackets of the men while they picked up stones to put this young upstart to death because he had challenged the leading religious authorities and said, "You resist the Holy ghost." And they gnashed their teeth and they said, "We're going to kill him," even though it was illegal for Jews to kill anyone at that stage. They were so angry, they were even disregarding Roman law. And they took the young man out of the Lion's Gate on the East side of Jerusalem (now called St. Stephen's Gate); and there they stoned that young man. As he died, his face was lit up, and he saw Jesus. He said, "I can see you, the Son of Man, sitting on the right hand of God." And his last words were, "Jesus, into your hands I commit my spirit." And that's what first started Paul on the road to conversion. From then on, he was kicking against the goads. His conscience was pricking him: "How can a young man die like that? I couldn't die like that." And then one day he met Jesus on the Damascus road. And Jesus said, "It's hard to go on and kicking against those pricks. You know the truth. You have seen someone die for me."
(47:57):
I think the memory of that would come back to Paul when he faced own death. Mind you, he had an intuition---a strong intuition---that he would not die, that he would be released. And he was; and probably went to Spain as was his ambition. There's a strong tradition that he did. He then went to Crete and other places. And then he was betrayed by a Christian metal worker called Alexander. And he was arrested in such a hurry that he left his overcoat and his notebooks. And he was rearrested. And this time he knew it was the end. And he accepted that it was. He said, "I've fought the fight. I've finished the course. I've kept the faith. There's a crown of life waiting for me." Now that's Paul.
(48:46):
Let me just close in my last minutes. There's a little green line down here and it goes on when I've only got five minutes. I've just noticed it.
(48:56):
I want to finish by showing you a photograph. Let's have the other transparency up. I want to show you a photograph of a man called Paul. No, that's not it. That's it. There's the man called [image: ]Paul. That's a photograph of him; but that's not Paul of Tarsus. That's a man called Paul Schneider. And he was a pastor in Berlin, like Martin Niemoller. And he dared to preach against Hitler and say, "This man is evil." And the congregation said, "We don't want to lose you as Pastor!" The town council came and said, "We don't want to lose you. You're a valuable pastor in this town." But he went on preaching the truth from Jesus. And one night, at three o'clock in the morning, the Gestapo came and they bundled him into a lorry, and they took him off to concentration camp. And he went off smiling in the lorry as he waved goodbye to his wife and his two year old boy. He never saw them again. He was taken to the concentration camp; and, because he tried to protect some Jews who were being whipped, they strung him up by his thumbs, and hung him up by his thumbs from a tree, and flogged him, and starved him to death. And then they put him in a coffin and they gave the body to his wife and said he died of pneumonia.
(50:21):
No, I've got copies of the letters Paul Schneider wrote from the camp to his wife. They are full of two words: 'joy' and 'gratitude'. All the way through his letters, "I'm filled with such joy. And I'm so thankful to God." A few months ago, I was in Berlin. I asked somebody to take me to his church. I found that his widow was still alive: Emily Schneider. He's a hero of mine. It's these men who show us the dimension of sharing the sufferings of Christ. Because, if we share his sufferings, we shall certainly share the glory and the resurrection that followed them. Amen.
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