                     The Person of the Holy Spirit
                            Session 6: “Effects of Pentecost Teaching”


00:03	Many years ago, I think it may have been 1968, I was a young student and had the privilege, on a variety of occasions, of hearing the late professor John Murray speak, after he had retired from his service at Westminster Seminary in Philadelphia. Most of you in the room will be familiar, I'm sure, with his book, "Redemption Accomplished and Applied", or his commentary on Romans; perhaps his work on "The Imputation of Adam’s Sin"; perhaps his great book on Christian ethics, "The Principles of Conduct"; or many of his other works. We had asked him, as young students, to speak on the subject of "Adam and Christ." Professor Murray had some unusual gesticulation. He was a Highlands Scot and, though he'd spent many years in the United States, you wouldn't have known it by listening to him. When he got excited, he would hit his thigh with excitement. He had an unusual capacity to speak slowly, with intense emphasis; and, he had another unusual gesticulation. When he was speaking, he would examine his fingernails from time to time, as though (somehow or another), before the time he had managed to be able to micro nail his notes, and he was just checking up that he was on target. And I was sitting there listening, as a naive 19 year old, and professor Murray, asked to speak on the subject of Adam and Christ, began in this way. He said, "I find it very difficult to speak on a subject to which I have given so much thought---I find it very difficult to speak on a subject to which I've given so much thought." And I thought that, "Surely the dear man is not nervous, speaking to these students. That's not what he meant to say. You don't find it difficult to speak on a subject to which you have given a great deal of thought."
02:30	I only thought that, because I didn't know very much about anything; that the truth of the matter is, the more thought you give to subjects (like the subject of the Holy Spirit), the more challenging it is to speak on themes where your chief exercise is a matter of editing out the many important things that you might say (but mustn't say), and to find some strand of the whole tapestry of the biblical teaching…. and to pull a little on that strand to show something of the glory of the color of the theology of the Gospel. And, if there is a strand that has run through these three particular studies that we've had together in the ministry of the Holy Spirit, I think we can discern it coming to its fulfillment and fruition here in Romans chapter 8. We are all very accustomed to having heard preachers of various stripes say that, when you come to Romans chapter 8, you come to the great chapter on the Holy Spirit. It's sometimes pointed out that Paul has almost nothing to say about the Holy Spirit in Romans chapters 1 through 7!
04:06	It would be more accurate to say that Paul says a couple of really great things about the Holy Spirit in the opening chapters. But it's true that he makes little reference to the ministry of the Holy Spirit; and then, suddenly there, it bursts into his exposition of the Gospel as he is explaining it to the Romans, whom it looks as though he hopes will become the second Antioch Church to him, and provide for him, and send hm on his way to Spain. And, as he has to expound his credentials and defend his gospel, he comes to this amazing chapter, in which he begins to focus on the ministry of the Holy Spirit. And you only need to read the section we read, to see the intensity of reference to the Holy Spirit. But there is something else woven into the tapestry---the fabric, the atmosphere---in which Paul expounds the ministry of the Holy Spirit in the life of the believer, in the transformation of the sinner. And that is, characteristically in this chapter on the Holy Spirit, the language is dominated by family imagery. And you see that in different ways. From the way in which, for example, in verse 12 he addresses his fellow believers as 'brothers'. And those of us who use the English Standard Version become almost weary of its little footnote (which always appears when the word 'brothers' appears): "Meaning brothers and sisters." We understand that.
06:01	But then, you notice, when he expounds the ministry of the Holy Spirit, it is embedded in family language. Verse 14: "You, who are led by the Spirit, are sons of God." Verse 15: "You have received the Spirit of Adoption as Sons." Verse 16: "The Spirit bears witness with our Spirit, that we are children of God." Verse 17: "If we are children, then we are heirs." Verse 19: "The creation is waiting with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God." Verse 23: "We, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly, as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies." In verse 29: "Those he foreknew, he predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the first born among many brothers." And, when you compare Galatians chapter 4 and Romans chapter 8, you notice a very subtle difference, when Paul says what looks as though it is exactly the same statement: that in the mystery of the ministry of the Holy Spirit there is a cry, "Abba, Father!" But when he takes you behind that cry, he identifies its source in rather different ways. In Galatians chapter 4 he speaks about God's sending the Spirit of his Son crying, "Abba, Father!" In Romans chapter 8 he emphasizes that it is we who have the Spirit of Adoption as Sons who, through that Spirit, cry, "Abba, Father!" And the only point I want to make account of that, which is replete with significance, is that he is clearly speaking about one and the same Holy Spirit. It is the Spirit of the Son indwelling the believer, that grants to the believer the Spirit of Adoption as Sons; and through him we cry, "Abba, Father!"
08:45	And this ties together, as we come to a number of emphases in Romans chapter 8, what we've been talking about in our previous two studies in this area, as we think about the teaching of the Lord Jesus---that he is going to send his own Spirit; that is, the Spirit who has been with the disciples in the Lord Jesus. That same Spirit---one and the same Spirit---he will send. And then, on the day of Pentecost, it is the Spirit who comes, as it were, armed with all the resources of his communion and union with our Lord Jesus Christ in his humanity….and he comes down to us as another paraclete to indwell us. And Paul has his own way of putting this, doesn't he, in Romans 7:9-10, when he says, "If you are in the Spirit, it is the Spirit of God who dwells in you; but the Spirit of God who dwells in you is the Spirit of Christ, who indwells you; and the Spirit of Christ indwelling you is one and the same reality; not a confusion of persons, but a unity of ministry. It is one and the same as Christ dwelling in us. So that, if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, then he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies. "
10:34	The Spirit of the Father, and the Spirit of the Son dwelling in the believer. It's precisely what John had said: "The day will come when, by the Spirit (Jesus promises, 'by the Spirit'}, the Father and the Son will come to make their dwelling in our lives." And so, in the New Testament teaching, the apex of redemptive experience is always the knowledge that we are indwelt by the Spirit of the Son; and, because we receive the Spirit of the Son, he ministers in the believer as, what Paul calls here ‘the Spirit of Adoption as Sons’. Just as adoption is the highest of our present privileges; just as adoption, as it were, stands on the shoulders of justification, granting us, not only the righteousness proclaimed by the Judge, but also the family welcome announced by the Father. So, in the same way, we may well say, I think, that the way in which Paul views the Holy Spirit at the apex of the Spirit's ministry, with respect to the believer, is that we should think of him as the ‘Spirit of Sonship’. And those of you who know 'Calvin's Institutes' may remember reading the opening sections of 'Book 3 of the Institutes': how we receive the grace of Christ and are united to him. When Calvin makes this rather striking statement actually, he says now, as he begins to explore the various titles of the Holy Spirit in scripture…..he says, "And the Holy Spirit's first title is 'Spirit of Adoption as Sons'. Now, he was shrewd enough to know that wasn't the first title mentioned in the scripture, so it's not first chronologically; he knew it's not the most common title mentioned in the Scripture (this is actually the only reference), so it's not statistical; but he was shrewd enough also to appreciate that it was deeply theological. If we want to taste and realize the ministry of the Spirit in our experience of salvation as sinners, then we must come to know him as the 'Spirit of Adoption as Sons'.
	REPRODUCTION OF FAMILY HOLINESS
13:37	And Paul is saying various things here in this context. First of all, he is saying that when the Spirit comes, he reproduces in us family holiness. That, of course, is the point of his language about mortification in verse 13: "If, by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body you will live (notice the logical connection); for all who are thus led by the Spirit, to put to death the misdeeds of the body, are in fact the sons of God." The family likeness begins to be reproduced, even in this age, by the ministry of the Spirit of Sonship. He comes to us as the Spirit of the Lord Jesus, as the Spirit of Sonship, in our lives and his whole goal is to produce family likeness. Remember what we saw in John Chapter 14 that, in a sense, the whole of the Christian life can be summed up in this: that the Father and the Son come to make my life their dwelling place. That's the explanation of both the agonies and the ecstasies, the deconstruction and the reconstruction, the depths and the heights! And here, the Apostle Paul is simply building on this, and saying that that family likeness means that there will be on-going deconstruction in our lives, as we participate in fellowship with the ministry of the Spirit. So as he comes as the Spirit of Sonship---the Spirit of Adoption---he reproduces in us the family holiness.
	ASSURANCE THAT WE ARE CHILDREN OF GOD
15:46	But, secondly, he also comes chiefly to minister in us, Paul says, "In order to assure us that we really are the children of God." It's very interesting in this connection that, of course, Paul believes that just as at the moment we come to faith in Christ and are united to him, we are forever justified; at the same time, we are forever adopted!! Adoption is a reality in which we are brought into the family of God, and share all the privileges of that family from the moment we become Christians. It is not a higher order of spiritual experience; it is the common reality of all believers. And it is, in a sense, part of the glorious newness of the New Covenant.
16:48	My wife tells me never to attempt things like this, because they're so practical, and I'm not a practical man; but let me just try and demonstrate something to you. If I move over in my Bible to the beginning of Matthew's Gospel, and turn to those three chapters that we know as 'The Sermon on the Mount', and hold them up (I think my Bible paper is still able to do it)...... hold up my Bible in this way; between my finger and my thumb, there is a multitude more references to knowing God as your own heavenly Father than there is, on what from your perspective, is the right hand side of my Bible. And the right hand side of my Bible, from your perspective, is the entire Old Testament. You don't find in the Old Testament scriptures, believer's coming and saying, "Heavenly Father." When the Old Testament scriptures speak about God as ‘Father’, by and large, they're speaking about him as either the creator of the universe or the creator of the people of Israel; and they're not speaking about him in the sense that the Lord Jesus opens up to his disciples in 'The Sermon on the Mount', and says, "Here is the pharmaceutical (the pill) that will deliver you from the sickness of anxiety, and the disease of hypocrisy. You come to know, through me, that God is your heavenly Father. And when you pray, you say, 'Our Father, the one who is in heaven'; and you'll live in the world, as those who have been brought into his family, and you enjoy his riches." And again, and again, again, in 'The Sermon on the Mount' (never mind the rest of the Gospels) our Lord Jesus Christ (and you see, this is why they were so astonished at his teaching).... our Lord Jesus Christ is bringing them into something gloriously new in their experience; and all because that when the Spirit comes into our lives, the Spirit comes to give us an assurance that we are the children of God. "He witnesses," says Paul, "with our spirit….He witnesses with our spirit, as we cry, 'Abba, Father!'" Now if you compare Romans 8 and Galatians 4, from one point of view it looks as though there's a difference there, doesn't it? "God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts crying, 'Abba, Father!'" That looks as though there's a direct line between the cry, "Abba, Father," and the Spirit. But, in Romans chapter 8 he says, "We've received the Spirit of Sonship and WE cry, ‘Abba, Father!'" How do we put these two things together? Presumably, in the same way, we put together Paul's teaching about crying, "Jesus is Lord!" No one can cry, "Jesus is Lord!" except by the Holy Spirit. Well then, who cries, "Jesus is Lord?" Well, we are the ones who cry, "Jesus is Lord!" but it is only because of the deep ministry of the Spirit that that cry goes out from our hearts. And in the same way, it seems, Paul is saying in Romans chapter 8 that the reason we cry, "Abba, Father!", is because of the joint testimony with our spirits---the secret, invisible, undetectable ministry of the Spirit, whose evidence is the cry coming from my mouth, "Abba, Father!"
21:11	It's like regeneration, isn't it? We're not able to look down into our souls and say, "Oh, I see the Holy Spirit is regenerating me." Our only access to the Holy Spirit's invisible, imperceptible, sovereign work of regeneration, is what? That we believe in Jesus; that we trust in Jesus. And in the same way, Paul is saying that our sense of the Spirit's ministry as the Spirit of Sonship is not because we are able to look down into ourselves subjectively and say, "I hear the Spirit speaking,", but because we find ourselves in situations and circumstances where, in fact, we cry out ourselves, "Abba, Father!" "When this happens," says Paul, "it is this Spirit bearing witness with our Spirit." It's a little like the Old Testament law (perhaps he's thinking of this)... Deuteronomy: that things need to be established in the mouths of two witnesses. And here the Holy Spirit joins himself to our spirit in this joint witness that comes out in my cry, "Abba, Father! What's this all about? It is that the heavenly Father employs his own Spirit---the Spirit of the Lord Jesus, the Spirit of Sonship--- to reassure his children that they really are the children of God.
23:02	There are some expositions of this text that suggests that Paul's thinking here is of a Christian who has come to such maturity of life, that they are resting like a quiet child in the bosom of the Father; and that we need to attain to such rest. But his language suggests he's actually thinking the very reverse!! The language he uses here, his verb, is 'krazo'. It's onomatopoetic; it expresses by its sound, its inner significance. It's a cry for help. It's sharp, it's sore, it's painful. It's a verb that's used of Jesus crying out ('krazo') on the cross, and in the Greek version of the Old Testament (in Psalm 34), "This poor man cried ('krazo'); and the Lord heard him!" It's not the picture of quiet contentment. It's the picture of a child running along the sidewalk, and stumbling, and falling, and bloodying its nose, and instinctively shrieking out, "Father, help me!"
24:28	And the amazing thing about all this (although, alas our reformed churches have not always grasped the principle) is that the Father, through the Spirit of Sonship, desires to give the deepest assurance, not to those who have scaled the heights, but to every true believer---especially when that true believer is in the depths. And it's true to pastoral experience, isn't it? When you move among the ungodly when life goes sour and bad (the ungodly may be members of the church), what is their response? "I can't understand why God is doing this!" Or they will cry, "Oh, my God!" And characteristically, even if they have learned in the liturgy to pray the 'Pater Noster' (the 'Our Father'), it's not their deepest instinct when they are in trouble. The highest of which they rise is, "Oh, God!" But the true believer by the Holy Spirit indwelling us---the Spirit of the Son of God who has come to bring us into the knowledge that we belong to that family--- because he indwells us, this deep-seated, fundamental reality of our lives emerges in our darkest hours. And the very fact that there is this instinct to cry "Abba, Father!" is the clearest possible expression of that deep down assurance that we really are his; and that even in the darkness, it is to him we turn. That's the beauty of the ministry of the Holy Spirit in the overall salvation of the sinner.  That he is so unlike some fathers who, when they see their children failing and stumbling….have you ever found yourself overhearing a conversation between a father and one of his sons, who is tearing the boy to pieces by saying, "When I was your age I was this, and that, and the next thing; and you are totally worthless." And the poor child is sinking underneath the weight of the father's greatness....but the great Father of Glory isn't like that with his children. The great Father of glory has said to his Son, "Now, my Son, they are poor and weak and frail. They will have many experiences of pain. So let us send your Spirit into their hearts, the Spirit of my Son as the Spirit who will make them conscious that they too are my sons by grace; and in their darkest hour they will cry out to me, "Father, Abba! Father!" And this is the blessed ministry of the Holy Spirit. This is the intimacy of the ministry of the Holy Spirit. 
	OUR GROANING: THE SIGNIFICANCE AND MEANING OF OUR SUFFERING
	So he reproduces the family likeness; he gives assurance we are the children of God; and then third, you notice how he goes on in verses 17 through 25, to give us hints that through the ministry of the Holy Spirit, he teaches us that there is significance and meaning to our suffering. And here's this glorious passage into which we cannot go in any detail. All I want us to underline is this (you'll notice it when he says this so remarkably)….  He says, the amazing thing is that we begin to understand: "We who have the first fruits of the Spirit (that is to say, the Spirit as the first fruits of our final redemption), groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for the adoption as sons." Well, I thought we had the adoption as sons. Yes, we have the adoption as sons, but it doesn't look like it. "It doesn't yet appear what we shall be (to use John's language in first John), but when he appears we shall be like him!" And he is saying that it's the Spirit within us that causes us to groan with longings for that day. In the midst of the sufferings that we endure, the Spirit uses them to cause us to long for that day.
29:39	I don't know if it's said as much today as it was in my earlier Christian life (it was said frequently enough in my earlier Christian life). "You know, what you need really is the Holy Spirit, because when the Holy Spirit comes to you, you'll be delivered beyond all of these groanings. You'll be brought onto a new plane altogether; you'll be released from these struggles. What you need to be released from this tension in which you live, is the special ministry of the Holy Spirit. And here is the way to experience it." And what you needed to do was to point to this text and say, "I thought the reason I was groaning was because I already had the Spirit as first fruits of the final redemption; and that's why I'm groaning because I'm not there yet. That's the explanation of my groanings!" Yes, there are groanings in us because of our failure and because of our sin, but there are also groanings deeply within us because we long for this future day; and incidentally; just in parenthesis, that future day is not my death or your death. He is not longing here to be delivered from his present bodily experience. He's longing here for the new bodily experience of the resurrection. He's longing for that day when, what he has experienced in the depths of his soul will characterize the whole of his being.
31:38	And he knows is that there is some sense (at least a metaphorical sense, in which to use J B Phillips’ translation, or paraphrase of these words that beautifully captures Paul's Greek)…. he says, "It's as though, the whole creation is standing on tiptoe, stretching out its neck and looking for the sons of God to come into their own." And we share that groaning; we're stretching out our neck. What's the explanation for it? My! What a comfort, my brothers and sisters, it is to know the explanation is because we are indwelt by the Spirit of Sonship, but we are not yet home.
32:24	There is a homesickness deep in the soul of every true believer, a mysterious paradox of satisfaction because we have found the love of the Lord Jesus Christ and we are filled with theHoly Spirit; and yet at the same time, this longing for more, this longing for fruition, this longing for its fulfillment. And the way it works is this. Do you notice this? He says in verse 17, "If we are children, then we're heirs, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ; provided we suffer with him, in order that we may also be glorified with him." Now, see this point: that for Paul, the relationship between suffering and glory is not only chronological---suffering now, glory then. The relationship for Paul, because of this ministry of the Holy Spirit, is that the glory THEN, finds its deepest cause in what the Holy Spirit does through our suffering NOW! Think about Jesus. Wherein will the glory of our Lord Jesus be seen by us, when we see him face to face? It will be in the way in which that glory is the fruit of what the Spirit did through his suffering. And it's the same for the believer. That's why when Paul says this about the way in which the Spirit leads us into an appreciation of what it is the Lord is doing in our lives, that we see that it's not just a matter of suffering HERE and glory THEN. We know people in our churches (if we are blessed with having anybody over 35 in our church), for whom that glory begins now; and we see among some of the elderly saints, who have gone through such suffering, that the Holy Spirit has, through it, polished their graces; and they are what they are. Some of them turn to us as pastors and say (some of their husbands may have gone on long before, occasionally a wife) ...and they say, "I don't know why I am so long here, in the waiting room, when I long to be in glory." They groan inwardly, as they wait eagerly for the fulfillment of it all. And you say to them, don't you? "My dear, you're here for us. You're here so that those of us who are younger may see the glory that your sufferings have produced in you here and now."
35:49	I remember in Glasgow, I used to visit frequently two sisters---married sisters---whose husbands had gone to glory; and so they'd come, as sisters, to live together again. They even shared a bed together, as they had done as little girls. And every night they would sing together, "Great Is Thy Faithfulness" and "Shall We Gather at the River". They would lie in bed and sing it. One of them was almost bent over physically. It was painful to speak to her. I mean, it was painful for her, but it was painful for us to speak to her if she were standing, because the whole body seemed to be bent in tension. But in the economy of God, her married name was 'Sweet'; and in the economy of God her sufferings produced a glory that could have been produced in no other way. It wasn't that she asked for it. It wasn't that she could do very much to contribute to it. But her whole life breathed a sweetness of glory that had been wrought into her by the ministry of the Holy Spirit. His ministry is this intimate.
	THE SPIRIT’S GROANING IN PRAYER: HELP IN OUR WEAKNESS
37:29	So he reproduces the family holiness. He gives us assurance that we are children of God. He shows us---works into us---meaning in our suffering; and then fourthly, says Paul in verses 26 and 27, he gives us supernatural help in our consciousness of our weakness. "Oh," he says, "he is the one who comes to us (verse 26) and helps us in our weakness; for we do not know what to pray for as we ought; but the Spirit intercedes with groanings too deep for words. And he who searches hearts, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God."
38:18	"The Spirit helps us. I think it's just possible that Paul invented a word here. I sometimes wonder if there was a little touch of the German in Paul, because he seems to love words that are the fruit of several words or prepositions being put together. And his verb here, carries the idea of taking something. But then there are two prepositions that are stuck together as a prefix. One that conveys the idea of taking something WITH somebody else, and the other that conveys the idea of standing over AGAINST the other person as you do that.
39:08	I remember, as a person whose wife once said, "What I needed from the Lord was a practical man; and I think he gave me the least practical man he ever made." I decided, since no one else in the family was at home, I would make a table (well, not make one---I bought the kit); and I was in Philadelphia at the time, and you can imagine me in my little shorts and my tee shirt. At six o'clock at night in the summer, I decided, "I'm going to make the table tonight." At 12 o'clock, six hours later, I turned to page 42 in the booklet that had accompanied it, and as I turned over the page, to my horror (it was midnight!)....and to my horror, I saw the words in bold, "Now very carefully, and with the help of a friend..." And what I was now to do with the help of a friend, was lift up this monstrosity I had created upside down; and I would need somebody who took the other end, and who was willing to lift the thing along with me, so that we would be able to accomplish the goal. And that's the idea that's present in Paul when he says, "The Spirit helps us in our weakness." It's actually a wonderful illustration of the principle of the Spirit's concursive operation. He doesn't come into our lives and say, "Get out of the way. I'll do it." He comes into our lives, and he enables us, by his inner working, to do it.  "We work out the salvation that God works in, in fear and trembling, because it is God, by his Spirit, who works in us to will and to do of his good pleasure."
41:13	And he says, now, when we are weak….  The Spirit doesn't say, "Get out of my way, you useless Christian, and I'll do it myself." That would be our tendency; but the Spirit helps us in our weakness. And then, it seems to me sometimes, getting inside the connectednesses inside Paul's mind is quite a challenge, isn't it? But it seems to me, that here he gives us a specific illustration. "The Spirit helps us in our weakness; and here's an illustration: 'We don't know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit helps us by interceding with groanings too deep for words; and he who searches hearts---the Father who hears prayer---knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit, who intercedes, knows what is the mind of the Father, and intercedes in accordance with the will of God.'" Now, by definition, intercessory prayer is itself a confession of weakness, isn't it? We come to the Lord, and we pray to him because we know we cannot accomplish that for which we pray. This is the reason why, in our subculture, there is so little intercessory prayer together in the churches: because it's a confession of our weakness. But what if in our weakness, our weakness is raised to the second power; and, as we engage in intercession, we have no idea what to pray for? Most of us---all of us---have been in that situation, either for ourselves or for others. We bow the knee, and no words come because all we feel we can say is, "Father, I don't know. I don't know what to pray for here." And here, "The Spirit comes," he says, "and helps us in our weakness; and he makes intercession for the saints with groanings that cannot be uttered." Now, I don't think that is the same as ‘evangelical groanings' that we sometimes hear in prayer meetings. Most evangelical prayer meetings, with which I'm familiar, have groaners. I don't think that's what Paul is speaking about here.
43:56	What are you speaking about? Here are the deep seated groanings of the soul that are evoked by the ministry of the Holy Spirit, which the Father hears, as the Spirit through those groanings, makes intercession in accordance with the will of God. And because the Father is able to interpret those groaning, he answered that intercession. Now, as a young boy (my family comes from the North of Scotland).  We used to be taken up there in the summertime; and we were toured round the family. I remember as a little boy, as we were put in the corner, while the older ones would sit around and discuss things that were of no real interest to any intelligent human being (we thought, when we were seven); in the room there would be a man in a wheelchair (my mother's cousin), and he'd had a stroke when he was 20 or 21---just newly married---and he was incapable of action. If a cup of tea was put in his hands here, he could bow his head and he could sit some of the tea. And the only other thing he was capable of doing  (it was actually at first frightening before it became fascinating)...was occasionally he would just, all of a sudden, groan, “Uh. Uh…uh.” And what was mesmeric to me as a little boy, was that the woman, who God in his providence had provided him with, and who loved him profoundly, would come and give him exactly what he needed, because she was able to interpret the groanings out of love and devotion. And Paul is saying this is the Spirit. When the Spirit comes to us, dear ones, there is absolutely nothing in the Spirit that is unlike Jesus. And so Paul is saying, "He comes in this marvelous way to give us supernatural help in our weakness."
	TRANSFORMATION INTO LIKENESS OF JESUS CHRIST
46:41	Then, with this, I think I must finish. Fifthly, when the Spirit comes, he marvelously comes as the agent who transforms us into the likeness of the elder brother. This is the whole goal in view of the Blessed Trinity. This is the goal of the divine conspiracy: "That those whom he foreknew, he also predestined." My friends, don't ever quote this verse, and stop there. "Those he foreknew, he predestined to be conformed to the image of his son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers." You see, the Father has said to the Son, "My son, if you will die for them, and I raise you, and you ascend to my right hand, then I promise you that you may send your Spirit to them." "Father, you promised!!" "Then, my Son, send your own Spirit to them." And the Spirit of the Son comes to indwell the believer as the Spirit of Sonship; and the reason he comes as the Spirit of Sonship is not simply to reproduce family holiness, in a general sense; but actually, to conform us to the image of our older brother, Jesus Christ. I never think about these words without thinking about being a little boy in elementary school, where (as perhaps some of you had) I had the experience of following my older brother, two or three years behind him, and always being compared. And in one particular class, where I had the misfortune of having the same teacher that he had had, she would always do the morning inspection of the boys (I don't remember the girls ever being inspected!). But the boys were lined up at the front. And first of all, we would show the palms of our hands to see they were clean, and then the backs of our hands to see that our nails were clean. And then she would look at the front of our shoes to see that they'd been polished; and then she would go behind and look to see that the heels had been polished. She belonged to the generation of my grandmother, who told my mother she should never marry a man who didn't polish the heels of his shoes….as well as the toes. And then she would tower above us, and she would look to see that we hadn't brought any lice into the school in our hair. And then she would dismiss us in order of cleanliness and decency. The first would be the cleanest; until in this instance….poor Sinclair, Ferguson---his shoes scuffed by playing soccer in the playground; dirty because it was wet and we'd been using a heavy ball. And I remember standing there right at the end. And Mrs. Woods (her name was).... she shrieked up me," FERGUSON!!!!" I remember her because she chewed chewing gum, which for my mother, was almost the deadliest of sins. "FERGUSON," she would say, "you're nothing like your elder brother! Go and sit down!" And I would---humiliated, dirty, stubborn---I'd go and sit down. I wish I'd been a believer then who had known Romans 8:29. Because I was awkward enough before I became a Christian (and for all I know, still am), to have said to her, "Mrs. Woods, that may be true; but one day, through the ministry of the Spirit, I'll be just like my elder brother! Maybe you'll see." I don't know whether she was a Christian or not; but I really hope she was.
51:32	And I hope you're there when I have the satisfaction of saying to her, "See me now, Mrs. Woods, just like our elder brother!" And that's the Spirit's ministry. It's not rocket science. It's divine grace, because his deepest, his deepest desire is that we should be family; and we got a taste of it at a conference like this, don't we? We're brothers. There's no order of precedence here, because we are brothers; and we're brothers because (and that means brothers and sisters, incidentally)... we're brothers because the Spirit who was on the Lord Jesus those 30 odd years, has been sent from heaven among his people and into our hearts, to bring us to where he is---to see him face to face and be made like him. Now, as we look forward to the final message after our break, may we go home to the families of God, from which we come, and be thrilled by the privileges that we enjoy because we are indwelt by the Spirit of the Lord Jesus Christ.
53:10	Heavenly Father, we thank you again for the riches of your grace to us in our savior, Jesus Christ. We thank you that he is so kind. Thank you that he gave his life for us; and now, he has given his Spirit to us, and brought us to know his Father as our Father. We remember his words on the very day of his resurrection, "Go to my brothers, and tell them that I ascend to my God and their God, and my Father and their Father." We pray that we may so live in union and communion with Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit, that the family likeness will be produced in us, and that in this world, the very atmosphere of our lives, the form of our speech, our love for one another, the familiness of the churches to which you have called us, may be a signal of his grace and a drawing magnet; that in this world where, in families themselves, sin has wrought such dysfunction and alienation, there may be a sense, in the family of the churches to which we belong, that this is how the Father desires us to be, and this is the grace in which we live. So hear us and help us, we pray; in Jesus name. Amen.
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