EARLY EMERGENCY WARNING SYSTEMS WHERE YOU LIVE

Emergency Alert System (EAS)


The (EAS) is a national public warning system that requires TV and radio broadcasters, cable television systems, wireless cable systems, Satellite Digital Audio Radio Services (SDARS) providers, Direct Broadcast Satellite (DBS) service providers, and wire line video service providers to offer the president the capability to address the American public during a national emergency.  The system also may be used by state and local authorities to deliver important emergency information.

www.fcc.gov
NOAA Weather Radio (NWR)


Known as the “Voice of NOAA’s National Weather Service,”  NWR is provided as a public service by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration  (NOAA), part of the Department of Commerce.  NWR requires a special radio receiver or scanner capable of picking up the signal.

www.weather.gov/nwr
Coming Soon?  Commercial Mobile Alert System (CMAS)


The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is working it other federal, state and local agencies to develop an emergency alert system to distribute emergency alerts to cell phone users.

www.fcc.gov/cgb/consumerfacts/cmas.html
Broadcast Phone Messaging


There are several commercial emergency notification services that can provide emergency notification, using voice broadcasting and Interactive Voice Response systems.  (IVR is a system that allows a person to make a selection from a voice menu.)  In minutes, literally thousands of people can be notified by phone about impending blizzards, forest fires, toxic spills, etc.  These messages can be delivered to special TTY/TDD phones for the deaf and hearing-impaired.  Two such services are:

www.911broadcast.com  or www.databasesystemscorp.com 

                                     NOAA WEATHER RADIOS

NOAA broadcasts cannot be hear on simple AM/FM receivers.  You must have NOAA Weather Radio receivers for this.  Most radio models use batteries and/or have rechargeable capabilities.  The majority of major retail outlets carry these radios.
Tri-Cities area info:   Site name: Bristol;  Transmitter name: Holston Mtn;   Call Sign: WXK47;   Frequency: 162.550;  Power: 1,000;  out of (WFO): Morristown, TN
