FAMILY EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS

Family communication in time of crisis is vital.  The contact card is primarily for family communication in disasters that occur close to home and that affect family members who live in close proximity to each other.

ADDITIONAL COMPONENTS OF FAMILY COMMUNICATIONS

· Pre-arranged authorization for family or friends to pick up children at school should you not be available if a disaster strikes
· Medical release forms for each child to be on file with the schools.  The forms, giving permission for emergency medical care to be administered, need to be notarized.  Obtain free forms online or from your schools.
· Prepaid phone cards for each family member for emergencies.
· Pictures of family members should family members become separated.
· Share this family communication information with family members not living in the same area.  Put a plan in place to notify family when safe.
· Place hard copies of the family communication plan in waterproof containers and store in your emergency kits!
· In Case of Major Catastrophic Scenario make family plans for where the family should try to meet in the event of such an event, when normal communication channels are disrupted.  If you and your family have to evacuate, leave a note in your home stating where you plan to go.
· Know whom to call and where to go.  Make sure your children know this and also teach them about dialing 911.
